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Goodfellow's (1938) message about the importance of ana-
lyzing data for hidden patterns that may invalidate standard
statistical tests has relevance for both parapsychologists and
psychologists. In my experience as a statistical consultant, I
find that both groups consistently ignore the message. This
failure to heed Goodfellow's message is more critical in para-
psychology, where the entire burden of demonstrating psi is
statistical. I suspect that the failure of parapsychologists and
their supporters to take statistics as seriously as they should
can be traced to the endorsement of parapsychology's statistics
by some statisticians in the year before Goodfellow published
his classic paper.

In 1937 Burton Camp, then president of the Institute of
Mathematical Statistics, issued the following statement:

Dr. Rhine's investigations have two aspects: experimental and
statistical. On the experimental side mathematicians, of course,
have nothing to say. On the statistical side, however, recent math-
ematical work has established the fact that, assuming the experi-
ments have been properly formed, the statistical analysis is essen-
tially valid. If the Rhine investigation is to be fairly attacked, it
must be on other than mathematical grounds. (Camp, p. 305)

Ever since Camp released his statement parapsychologists
have cited it to back their assertions that their statistical
procedures cannot be faulted. The false complacency created
by this statement overlooks the fact that the appropriateness
of any statistical procedure is an empirical matter that must
be demonstrated for each new experimental program. Good-
fellow's careful analysis of the Zenith Corporation data show
how important it is to justify empirically that the patterns in
the data are consistent with the assumptions in the statistical
procedures. Most statistical procedures used in parapsychol-
ogy assume independence in the trials, in the respondents'
calls, in the judges' ratings, or in some other aspects of the
data collection. Goodfellow instructs us that we should never
take such independence for granted.

I do not have enough space to focus on the many other
reasons for carefully reconsidering Goodfellow's paper. I

would emphasize that Goodfellow (1938) chose the title of
his article with good reason. His analyses of the patterns of
guessing anticipated the later work on sequential dependen-
cies in human guessing by Humphreys (1939) and Hake and
Hyman (1953), and others. Goodfellow's finding of a negative
correlation between the frequency of a pattern and the num-
ber of symmetries in it is intriguing. His explanation and
convincing demonstration showing that the radio listeners'
first choices were influenced by subtle cues in the announcer's
statements clearly anticipate the contemporary work on cog-
nitive biases such as availability and anchoring.
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Correction to Cutting et al.

In the article "Wayfinding on Foot From Information in Retinal, Not Optical, Flow" by
James E. Cutting, Ken Springer, Paul A. Braren, and Scott H. Johnson (Journal of
Experimental Psychology: General, 1992, Vol. 121, No. 1, pp. 41-72), an equation was
printed incorrectly. On p. 46, Equation 6 should read as follows:

<t> = arctan [>>/sqrt(;c2 + z2)].




